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: C(k>l, and a/lerward^ put It A way glass jare or in 
Ordinary earthenware jani pots. Tomatos thus pre- 
serred will be found, ejtlreinely useful for flavouring 
soups and a variety of other dishes, since ihe aroma of 
the fruit will be tnu eh finer than in ordinary Tomato 
saiice^ The preserve will also keep extremely well, 

1 - and not become acid. A, yardiitter-chf/ d ia 

ferme /eoie du 


IJomt Cemspnbrate. 

Aphides end Honcydew , — 1 think it is not quite 
fair of Mr- Thompson to call the statements of e 
scientific observer iikt the Abbe Boissier fanciful and 
devoitl of proof.” I have the greatest respect for the 
upinions of the late Mr. Spertee, with whom I was 
personally acquainted, but 1 think he was mistaken in 
supposing that honey-dew was always derived from 
aphides. No one has paid greater attention to these 
in«cts in this country tlian my friend, Francis Walker^ 
and in the number of the ^ntQjrnflogisi for the present 
month he states that the aphis of the Lime is always 
found singly ; and Ur. Hooker makes th-e same 
observation. Mr, Walker endeavours to account for 
the large quantity of honey dew cm the Limes by sup- 

C - that some of it might have dropped from the 
ms, but when Dr. Hooker coirtmcnccd his 
observations the Limes were not in flower. The 
presence of aphides, on Currant trees soon attracts, 
attention from the blisters which they cause on ihc 
terminal leaves o-f the shoots, as these are always first 
attacked by these insects. Several Currant trees were 
trained against a wall in my garden, which faces the 
north-west. In iS 63 they appeared to be perfectly 
healthy till the latter end of May, when the leaves 
were suddenly covered so thickly with honeydew that 
they appeared as if they had been varnished, and drops 
hung at the tips. I COUld not set an aphis or a 
blistered leaf upon them, In the conrse of a week or 
two the leaves began to change colour, and soon after- 
wards they all dropped oJT, and also the fruit. Most 
(jf the trees died the following winter, and the two or 
three which were alive In the spring only put forth a 
few weak jlioots ; no Standard trees of any kind were 
.^rowing near the w'sll. 1 cannot believe that this 
honeydew was caused by aphides^ and they sometimes 
ciist in largo numbers on plants and trees without there 
being any trace of it. Grass is sometimes very thickly 
coated with lioneydcw, aitd I believe the fcrintntalion 
of it is sometimes the cause of the Ireating and firing of 
stacks. limry Dmibicda\\ Epplng, Oefi 20. 

Yellow Bedding Plants. — Tn answ^er to "B, C, 

I beg to say I wo-uld prefer the yellow Pansits for 
bedding, in preference to either Tagetes signata flore- 
pleno or Tagetes signata pumcla, both of which are 
fine autumn plants, but they arc loo late in making a 
summer display. I have both the Tagetesin perfection 
at the present time. The Pansies have these advan- 
tages — ’they come early into tlawer, make a grand 
display of uniform growth, and have not that disagree- 
able smell which the Tagetes possess. Such varieties 
of Pansies as Pride of Rufford, Cremome, &c., are 
most PKcellent for summer bedding. E. BmmU^ Hai^ 
pild Parky 

Lapageria rosea. — The lovely Lapagerla rosea is 
seldom seen in gocul order. To be sttre, it is rather a 
Gckle customer to deal with at times ^ still, it is pos- 
sible to make it an object of great beauty, either as a 
pot specimen or plant^ out. A very nice spedmen. of 
this plant is to be found in Messrs. Saltmarsh's nursery 
at Chelmsford, where it is planted out in an internal 
border, in the French house,'* and is trained along the 
roof immediately over the path, and has traver^d a 
dislance of 36 feet I have seen this plant frequently 
during the last six years, and, singularly enough, every 
lime I have seen it it has been in flower; it is, in 
fiict, almost a perpetual bloomer there. On October ry 
I CQunted I03 blossoms, nearly all of them fully 
c;tpanded, and several had been taken off the day 
previous. The secret of this plant's success is to be 
found in the fact that it enjoys a border formed of good 
himpy peat and mortar rubbish, and that it is ddu^td : 
TPith water from time to time. Please put the word 
deluged in italics that its meaning may not be mis- 
taken. By the way, Tacsonias delight in a similarly 
made border, and the aame application of water, 
TUar. SimpsQH, Br&onijidd L^£^y 

Natal Fruits. — In the article on Natal fruits, 
reprinted tn the C&rdenird Chr&nkit last week from 
the Journal of ihe Sodtty of Aris^ the Kei Apple is 
deicribed ^ the ftuit of an indigenous ebenaceo.us 
plant. Perhaps, it may be well to state that it is the 
fruit of Aberia caffra^ Hh, a Blxineous plant belonging 
to the tribe Flacourcire. It is a thin-skinned golden, 
yellow fruit alxjut the siie of a Walnut or small Idam.. 
Having tasted the preserve I can attest to its good 
quality. The St, Helena Peach is identical with the 
jellow Feacli of the colonists, and U undoubtedly a 
variety of the true Peach (Amygdalus persica) ; the fruit 
is larger than the common Peach, and is of a bright 
golden colour when ripe. Uncooked the flesh is 
described as being firm or somewhat hard, but it makes 
A delicious preserve, and is also an excellent fruit for 
puddings and pies. Other varieties of the Peach are 


known in Natal, as, for iustaucc, the white and the 
pink Peach. Firuits of al] these varieties, as well as of 
the Ket Apple, are in the Kew Museum. John Ry 
Jaekioftt Museum^ Ke^v. 

The T age tes insignia for Bedding-out. — A cor- 
respondent mentioned lately the Tagetts insigtiis as 
a good, substitute for yellow Calceolaria. Allow m.e 
to endorse, from my own tKMricnce, those remarks in 
favour of the Tagetes. 1 nave for many years pre- 
ferred it to the CalceolaTia, as more efteetive and 
durable. My garden is still very bright with Pelargo- 
niums, d;c.t and among its best ornaments are the 
clumps of Tagetes, which have never failed, nor looked 
shabby since they first came into bloasom in July. 
They are still very gay and attractive, and will continue 
so till November frosts shall dose the season. They 
are hardy in habit and never disappoint me. The 
Calceokria is very beautiful for a few weeks — then it 
becomes shabby and quite quiescent till a second period 
of blooming begins. Not so the lively little Tagetes, 
which never ceases to bloom freely the whole season. 
An Atnatiur. 

Calver's Patent Flower Pot.— We have received 
from Mr, F. Calver, Nurseryman, Ludlow, a specU 
men of his Patent Flower Pot, by the use of which 
he claims that "attendance on plants is reduced to a 
minimum." ft consists of a pot within a pot, the 
space between the two being intended to hold water, 
and is cDnseqnently water-tight, the outside being 
also painted, to prevent exudation. There is nothing 



Fig. 7g<^ — ] M raov k: D I'OT i^oh srEciMPMS. 

new in this idea, or indeed in this ** Patent," a much 
neater pot having been constructed on similar prin- 
ciples over thirty years ago by a Mr. Robert Brown of 
Ewell. The invention of Mr, Brown was considered 


Fic. 7^1.— iMfROvEO VOT fOk tumwcs. 

of very great value at Ihe time it was sent out, but it 
is never seen in use now ; neither Is an improvement 
on it brought out in 1S43 by Mr, Rendic. We re- 
produce the cuts of the latter, which explain them- 
selves — fig. ago being for growing specimens in, and 
fig. 291 for propagating, 

Cotoneaster SLrrsonsL — Tt has occurred to me 
that this lovely berried plant might be well grown 
in pots, and be brought into service for conservatory 
and dinner- table decoration during the winter. Have 
any of your readers tried it thus, in which sise pot, 
and with what result? Thin. SimfsoHy 

Poisonons Fungi.^Your readers will remember 
that certain fungi caused the death of the Rev. F. 
Welsh at Stamford, in Novemberj iSyi, At that time 
authentic spetimens were forwarded to me for identifi* 
cation, which by their white gills, free from the stem, 
1 was at once able to refer to the suspicious sub-genus 
of Agaricus, Amanita. ; hut as the stems were im- 
perfect, I could not name the species ftir certaiiL Last 
week, through Professor Oliver, of Kew, I received 
again another batch of the same species which caused 
the mischief, from Stamford, and they proved to be 
Agaricus t Amanita) phalloides, a well known poison-ous 
Agaric, It dlfferB materially from the ^lushroom in 
its gills (which are always white), in its oBeilsive 
odour^ its place of growth, and other characters. It is 
difficult to conceive how it could be mistakcrr for 
Agartcus campestris, but I have several limes known 
it mistaken for A. procerus. Almost at the same time 
last week I received some other AgaricSj which had 
poiaoned a man at Hendon. These turned out to be 
Agaricus stercorarlus, an ally of the Mushroom, but 


'considerably unlike si:. T!ie next spedeSj A. semi- 
gloljatus^ has lostg been knowji to be poisonous. 
G. Smiihy 

Petasites officinalis.— Tt may interest some of 
your readers to know that in April, 187 I found in 
the grounds of Longuevilla House, Jersey, Petasites 
officinalis, Mcench. t fcm. (Tussilago hybrids, L.), a 
plant not included in the Primiliit Plor ,7 Santfr. Em^, 
FounttW, Pans. 

Aeronaut Spiders. — If your correspondent 
" H. IL” has an opportunity of perusing the volume 
of E(tr 7 tfin‘s AlatHrnltj/s Vayagt Routui the World itt 
ILAf.H. Beaglft be will find much there to amuse him 
in the way of aeronaut Spiders. One or two quota* 
ttons out of many from Mr. Darwin's book will be 
Sufficient to substantiate the correctness of If. K.'s” 
observations j — 

December. t&33 : repeatedly observed the same idud 
of small spiders, either when placed or having crawled on 
some little eminence, elevate its abdomen, send forth a 
thread, and then sail away horizontally, but with a 
rapidity which was quite unaccountable. On several 
occasions when the Beagle has been wUhin the mouth of 
the Plata the rigging hM been coaled with the web of the 
gossamer spider, "fhe ship was distant 60 miles from 
land, in the direction of a steady though light breeie. 
Vast numbers of a small apidcr, about one-lenth of an 
inch in length, were attached Ip the webs. There must 
have been some thousands on tlie ship," 

Mr, Darwin accounts for the rising of the spUlcr by the 
effect of an ascending current of healed air. Such 
upward currents it has been remarked arc also shown 
by til e ascent of the flame of fires and also of soap 
bubbles, which will not rise in an indoors room, 
llencej says Mr. Darwin,, " there is not much difficulty 
in understanding the ascent of the fine lines projected 
from a spider's Apiqjulrs^ajid ihe spider 


Notable Gardens* 

Ashton Court^ near Eristol.— The Court - 
hoM^^ as those who have travelled by ihe Ibislol and 
LKCler Railway may liava oUs^rveti, h of imposing 
appearance. It lays claim to no particular style of 
architecture. It takes the form of a parallelograiDj 
and were it not for a few towers placed on different 
parts of the building, would Irave a plain exterioj'* 
Tfie lioLise is not all of the same age. The earliest 
part dates from tlie 13th century, and the last 
atUlllLOU was designed by Inigo Jones. The Elm Irets 
adjoining the Court are special objects of attraction; 
they are really majestic specimens, and growing with 
much vigour as young saplings. The flower gardenia 
of considerable extent, and occupies one side of the 
mansion, and has been of late years entirely ncmodclled* 
The beds, as formerly, have been al loured to occupy tho 
grass, but their forms have been altered ; and Mr. Dodds 
has, during the reconstruction,, carefully avoided the 
introduction of hard lines, preferring a scroll pattern 
of graceful curves. 1 cannot omit one leading 
feature pervading the entire arrangement — ^namely^ 
the proper amount of space left between the beds, 
although in many cases this important point is 
sadly neglected^ and principally by amnatcurs, with 
the idea of increasing the display of flowers — u mistake 
which cannot be too severely ridiculed, as it to a large 
extent breeds confusion, and gives to the enlire space 
a straggling appearance. A tew years ago it was con* 
sidcri^ little short of heresy to underrate the massing 
systcrii of flowering plants ; but noWj from some 
cause or other, it is gradually on the decline ; and 
1 find Mr. Dodds followed the same course. He 
used foliage plants freely, and said, with Justice, that 
they keep up a display for a greater length of time 
than a mere assemblage of flowers. 

Space does not permit me to give a list of the foliage 
plants introduced ; they were, howeverj common 
enough, and within the reach of every one. The secret 
□ f Mr. Dodds' success consisled. purely in the way 
' in which he arranged the contrast. But it is only 
from the middle and upper storeys of the Court that 
this piece of artistic planting caii be really seen to 
advantage, for here the eye catches the w^hole flower 
garden at once. What may properly be called the 
pleasure-ground is portioned off by a terrace wall at a 
much low'er level, occupLed principally with Conifer je^ 
some of considerable age ; but there are a gooti many 
of recent introduction^ and, . like a wise man, Mr. 
Dodds selected young plants, which in the end are 
more satisfactory. Here I observed a plant in excels 
lent health of Araliajaponica variegata, which had been, 
I was told , exposed for several w inters pa.sl w Ithout i n jur y* 
Agapanthus umbellatus, too, is equally hardy, grow- 
I Ing and flowering in patches here and there upon the 
grass. A little in advance, and upon a higher level* 
stands a range of vineries, a plant stove, green- 
house, and conservatory, 300 feet long. Some few 
yeare ago the Vines in this dcpartmeni* owing to a 
considerable amount of pressure, were severely cropped, 
but they arc now Telumtng to their former vigour. 
The conservatory contains a number of valuable 
Tree Ferns, such as Dicksonia antarctica* Alsophila 
australis^ Cyalhea <!eaJhata, Cyathea mcdullads,^ and 
several more of equal merit. Among an assortment 
of creepets covering the back wall was a fine plant of 



